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Thank you for submitting your questions regarding General Conference 2020 in preparation for 
our Blue Ridge District Connect Conference. 
  
As we have prayerfully prepared to respond to your questions below, we have also included 
information which has been shared from previous documents which you’ll see noted in italics 
with a reference throughout. Many of these responses are contained in the FAQ sheet which the 
conference and district sent out in January 2020.  
 
Please know that the Western North Carolina Conference and the Blue Ridge District will 
continue to send out updates to this information as it becomes available. One of the ways to 
make sure you are receiving updated information is to subscribe to the following: 

• Western North Carolina Conference enews (click on the link below and scroll to the 
bottom of the page to subscribe) 

o https://www.wnccumc.org/  
• BRD Monthly email (click on the link below and click the RED “sign up now” on the 

righthand side of the page) 
o https://www.blueridgedistrictumc.org/ 

• United Methodist News Service 
o https://www.umnews.org/ 

 
The following are links to resources that you may find helpful for staying informed with up-to-
date information: 

https://www.wnccumc.org/gc2020thoughts - (this one on the WNCC website has links to both 
the protocol and the FAQ for the protocol) 

https://www.resourceumc.org/en/content/gc2020-proposed-plans - (this is actually from the 
General Conference website that has links for all the proposed plans that will be considered) 

https://www.umnews.org/en/news/local-church-options-under-separation-plans (the recent article 
that specifically addressed the impact of the various plans being considered on the local church) 

https://www.gracethroughseparation.com/ - a website devoted to information about the Protocol 
of Reconciliation and Grace. 

Many of your questions are addressed in the links and resources above, but we are also 
providing responses to your questions in the following pages of this document.  
 
Again, thank you for caring enough and taking time to ask! 
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Answers to Submitted Questions: 

How do we make sure we are getting accurate, up-to-date, and unbiased information 
regarding General Conference 2020 in a timely manner? 
 

As noted in the opening statements of this document, the best way to ensure that you are 
receiving up-to-date and accurate information from reliable sources in a timely manner is 
to subscribe to the resources listed above including our district enews (sent at least 
monthly and more often if updates are received), our conference enews (sent bi-monthly 
and more often with important updates), and the United Methodist News Service (sent 
out as a daily digest of developments and news in the denomination Monday through 
Friday with Saturday’s edition being a recap of the top headlines from the week). All 
three of these sources often provide additional links to articles and resources that will 
provide more in-depth information, if desired. 

 
How were the delegates to General Conference 2020 elected?  
 

Each local church/charge, at their church conference in the fall, elects a member (or 
members, if more than one clergy, to allow for equal representation of clergy and laity) to 
annual conference. Therefore, members for annual conference are comprised of half 
clergy and half laity.  
 
Delegates to General Conference (half clergy, half laity) are elected by the members of 
the annual conference prior to the scheduled General Conference. For instance, the 
members of our annual conference for the Western North Carolina Conference (WNCC) 
held in June 2019 at Lake Junaluska elected the delegates for General Conference 
scheduled for May 2020 to be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Therefore, our General 
Conference delegates (10 clergy and 10 laity) were elected by the members of annual 
conference who represented the clergy in the conference and the laity from our local 
churches. Clergy elect clergy delegates, and laity elect laity delegates from individuals 
who have offered themselves to serve the conference and broader church in this way. 

 
 
The following questions are answered simultaneously below: 
  

1. Please Explain the Voting Options for Leaving or Staying in the Denomination.   
 

2. Assuming the Protocol is adopted, how will the leadership of each church determine 
whether or not to require a congregational vote to determine whether to remain or 
leave? 

3. What happens if a local church disagrees with the decision of the Annual 
Conference to remain with The United Methodist Church or to affiliate with a new 
Methodist denomination? 

4. Should General Conference pass legislation that would allow churches to leave and 
affiliate with a new Methodist denomination, will each church have a church 
conference with 2/3 majority required; and by secret ballot? 



 
Much will depend on what legislation is actually adopted by the elected delegates to 
General Conference 2020. However, if the Protocol of Reconciliation & Grace (Linked 
here) is adopted as legislation by the elected delegates, the following would apply: 
 
Following the adjournment of the 2020 General Conference, central and annual 
conferences, and local churches may vote to align with any such new Methodist 
denominations formed pursuant to the Protocol. 
 
Annual Conferences, whether in the Central or Jurisdictional Conferences, may choose 
to vote on whether to affiliate with a new Methodist denomination pursuant to the 
Protocol. A vote must be held if 20% of those voting at an Annual Conference session 
support a motion to conduct such a vote. Such an affiliation vote must be taken before 
July 1, 2021. In order to affiliate with a new Methodist denomination pursuant to the 
Protocol, the vote to affiliate must be supported by 57% of those voting. If an Annual 
Conference does not take a vote on affiliation, it remains part of the post-separation 
United Methodist Church. 
 
Local churches which desire a different affiliation than its Annual Conference may 
conduct an affiliation vote to consider a different affiliation. The church council (e.g., its 
Administrative Board or Council or its Leadership Board) will determine if a vote is held.  
If such a vote occurs, the church council shall also determine a voting threshold of either 
a simple majority or two-thirds of those present and voting at a duly called church 
conference in order for the motion to opt for a different affiliation to be adopted. The vote 
on a motion to opt for a different affiliation shall occur in a church conference held not 
more than 60 days after the request for such a vote is made by the church council. The 
church conference must be held in consultation with the District Superintendent who 
shall authorize such a church conference to be conducted. Decisions about affiliation by 
a local church must be made by December 31, 2024. If a local church does not vote, it 
remains a part of the Methodist denomination selected by its Annual Conference. 
(https://www.umnews.org/en/news/protocol-of-reconciliation-and-grace-through-
separation-faq) 

 
It is important to remember that if this protocol is adopted, no church is required to take a 
vote if the church council determines that it is not necessary. It is the decision of the 
church council whether or not a congregational vote for affiliation with a new 
denomination is needed. If a church council decides to have a church conference with a 
congregational vote, the council will also determine the threshold (simple majority vs. ⅔) 
and written ballots may be required to document the actual vote.  
 
For a church council making this decision, we should remember our General Rules that 
have guided us as a Methodist people for over 200 years: First and foremost, do no harm. 
Do all the good you can. Follow the ordinances of God. If a vote could potentially harm 
the congregation by dividing a church that had not been defined or divided by this issue 
previously, a church council might choose not to have a church vote. On the other hand, a 
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church council might decide that a vote is necessary in order to “Do all the good you 
can” by helping a church who has been divided over this issue to move on.  

 
 
If the Protocol is adopted, can a ‘Traditional’ local church remain in The United Methodist 
Church, follow the current discipline, and maintain their current building and properties?  
 

If the protocol is adopted as legislation in its current form, there is no change in the 
language in the 2016 Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church (BOD).  Any 
changes would mostly likely be made by the post-Separation United Methodist Church in 
a subsequent meeting.  It is expected (but not certain) that the post-separation UMC will 
remove the language that prohibits same-sex marriages and ordination of persons who 
identify as LGBTQ+ and any and all other language harmful to LGBTQ+ persons. As 
always, all local United Methodist churches are expected to comply with the BOD. 
However, we anticipate that many “Traditional” local churches and clergy will remain in 
the United Methodist Church since our BOD allows all clergy to exercise discretion 
regarding the weddings they choose to officiate and local churches to have control over 
their facilities, including the weddings that are performed there. Additionally, bishops 
and district superintendents will continue to consider the desires of local congregations in 
assigning clergy for appointment-making and would consider the needs and desires of a 
church regarding the clergy appointed to a “Traditional” local church to match their 
theological and ideological viewpoints. 
 
In summary, the United Methodist Church would remain a “Big Tent Denomination” 
with a diverse array of congregations and clergy, including traditionalists, centrists, and 
progressives. “Traditional” local churches would be embraced and welcomed to remain 
as part of the United Methodist Church post-separation. However, they would also need 
to acknowledge and accept that others with different views will have the right to conduct 
same-sex marriages and annual conference will have the right to ordain qualified lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender persons. 

 
 
Will there be a separate conference for Traditional Methodists, and how can churches 
choose to go/affiliate with Traditional Methodists? How will the new denomination be 
structured, including the role of bishops? 
 

If the Protocol is adopted, it calls for the formation of a new “Traditional Methodist” 
denomination that has not yet been determined or named. Therefore, all the specific 
structures and polity have not yet been defined. In response to earlier questions above, we 
have addressed how annual conferences and local congregations would decide to affiliate 
with a new Traditional Methodist denomination.  

 
If a church chooses to affiliate with a new Methodist denomination, thereby leaving The 
United Methodist Church, what happens to the church building, contents, and funds?  
 



A local church that affiliates with a Methodist denomination pursuant to the Protocol 
other than the post-separation United Methodist Church retains its assets and liabilities. 
The Annual Conference to which the local church belongs at the time of its separation 
will not exercise its trust clause and shall release such a local church from the provisions 
of any and all trust clauses. (https://www.umnews.org/en/news/protocol-of-
reconciliation-and-grace-through-separation-faq) 
 
As noted above, if a church does vote to affiliate with a new Methodist denomination, 
they are able to leave with all their assets (and liabilities).  

 
 
How would existing or new loans and/or investments with the United Methodist 
Foundation be handled? 

 
Investments with the United Methodist Foundation will be able to remain with the 
Foundation. They have been set up to serve churches not only in the UMC but for 
churches moving forward who choose to affiliate with denomination of a Wesleyan 
heritage. Any loans will need to be refinanced with another institution as the 
Foundation’s offering circular does not authorize loans outside of The United Methodist 
Church. 
 

 
How can we keep members with different perspectives about same-sex couples united in 
the church? In other words, how do we find common ground and agree to disagree over 
this particular issue, while still welcoming equally all those that want to worship and serve? 
 

The United Methodist Church always has been and hopefully will continue to be a very 
diverse denomination, consisting of people with differing opinions and viewpoints on 
many issues, including human sexuality. What is essential is our unity in the midst of our 
diversity; and it is important to remember that unity is not uniformity. So how do we seek 
unity in the midst of our diversity, including differing opinions and perspectives? 

 
The role of Christian conferencing or holy conversations has been one of our means of 
grace as a people called Methodist for over 200 years, and it continues to be essential for 
our unity. In holy conversations we create the sacred space and time to have crucial 
conversations about important issues such as these, that take place within established 
boundaries and ensure the safety and sacredness of all participants (See attached Holy 
Conversation Training Document).  

 
This document (linked here) provides information about how to have holy conversations 
within your congregation. Additionally, in the coming weeks, we will be providing online 
training and information sessions about different methods for conducting holy 
conversations. Please see the linked documents on our Connect Conference web page for 
the following: 

 
● The World Cafe 
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● The Colossian Way 
● Crucial Conversations 
● Developing an Outward Mindset 

 
 
Our church staff are employees of the church, but the pastor is an employee of the 
conference. How might this impact our pastor depending on decisions of the annual 
conference and local church related to a possible separation? 
 

Every pastor will remain affiliated with their annual conference, since clergy are actually 
members of the conference (and not members of the local church). Therefore, if a pastor 
decides to affiliate differently from their annual conference, they would make that 
decision. Additional information outlining various scenarios for clergy is included below 
from the Protocol legislation: 

 
Clergy shall by default remain members of their annual conference, unless they choose 
otherwise. The United Methodist Church will comply with the provisions of the Book of 
Discipline with the understanding that appointments may change during the process of 
restructuring. Clergy who join a New Methodist Denomination as a result of a vote of 
their annual conference, or their own decision, will be subject to the rules and 
procedures of the New Methodist Denomination.  
a) Clergy Wishing to Remain in The United Methodist Church—Clergy wishing to remain 
in The United Methodist Church following a vote by their central conference, annual 
conference, or local church to separate from The United Methodist Church shall so notify 
their District Superintendent. This notice must occur prior to the Separation Date of the 
conference or local church. The Clergy’s new appointment shall be made using the 
appointment process outlined in ¶¶ 425-430 and may need to include the clergy 
transferring to another annual conference that is in the post-separation United Methodist 
Church.  
b) Clergy Wishing to Join a New Methodist Denomination—Clergy wishing to cease their 
membership in The United Methodist Church to join a New Methodist Denomination 
shall notify their current district superintendent, their bishop, and the leadership of the 
New Methodist Denomination they wish to join. Clergy in the United States must make 
such notification prior to July 1, 2021. Clergy in the central conferences must make such 
notification prior to July 1, 2022. Clergy in local churches that vote to separate following 
these deadlines may notify their district superintendent of their desire to join the New 
Methodist Denomination within 60 days after such vote. Clergy persons shall not be 
required to withdraw from The United Methodist Church pursuant to ¶ 360.1. The initial 
transfer can be enacted by transferring to an annual conference, if any, that has joined a 
New Methodist Denomination or by transfer directly to a New Methodist Denomination. 
A transfer notation shall be made on the credentials of any clergy person who decides to 
transfer from The United Methodist Church to join a New Methodist Denomination 
formed under this paragraph with an effective date of transfer clearly noted on the 
credentials. Transfer to a New Methodist Denomination shall be effective upon written 
notice from the credentialing body in the New Methodist Denomination that the clergy 
person has met the standards for ministry in that denomination and has been received as 



ordained clergy. After the initial deadlines, clergy may transfer to New Methodist 
Denominations if provided under an ecumenical agreement and the processes of the New 
Methodist Denomination they wish to join 

 
 
How can we prepare for the unfortunate possibility of no decision being made at General 
Conference 2020? 
 

Our hope is that the Protocol as well as other plans being considered at General 
Conference 2020 will provide a pathway that enables all churches and all clergy, no 
matter their theological conviction or position, to be able to serve and live out their 
calling faithfully. Whereas it is our fervent prayer that a pathway will be approved and 
adopted, we acknowledge that there remains a possibility that a pathway for amicable 
separation will not be adopted. If this were the case, as leaders of the church, we must 
continue to move forward focused on our mission of Making Disciples of Jesus Christ for 
the Transformation of the World.  Some individual members and congregations may 
choose to part ways even if legislation is not adopted that allows them a clear or simpler 
path to do so. We, as a district and conference continue in our strong commitment to help 
churches get to where they need to be in order to be faithful to their calling and ministry. 
Therefore, we will journey with congregations and clergy to help them in these critical 
decisions.  

 
 
If some version of the Protocol is passed at GC2020, do you anticipate that all judicial 
reviews and details will be accomplished in time for a vote at this June's annual 
conference? If not, then when? 
 

Undoubtedly, there are many moving parts and aspects of this process of having 
legislation approved at General Conference including Judicial Council review in time for 
action at our annual conference scheduled for June. Additionally, with the unprecedented 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic affecting our church world-wide, including 
international travel, it is possible that the timeline for General Conference and resulting 
actions will be modified. Decisions are being made based on developments with COVID-
19, and this information is changing daily. Denomination leaders desire to tend faithfully 
to our denominational needs while at the same time, ensuring the health and safety of all 
our brothers and sisters around the world. 
 
As noted in the articles linked below, requests are being made, meetings are scheduled, 
and decisions are pending regarding the need to postpone General Conference and the 
impact of this decision on other timelines and actions:  
 
https://www.wnccumc.org/newsdetail/commission-on-the-general-conference-to-meet-
march-21-13526951 
 
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/bishops-ask-postponement-of-gc2020 
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In times such as these, as we pray fervently and continuously for our leaders in the 
denomination as they seek to be faithful in these next steps for our Church, we must do as 
the writer in Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us: 
Trust in the Lord with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding.  
Seek his will in all you do, and God will direct your path. 
 
As previously mentioned, please know that we, in the district and conference, will keep 
you informed of any updates and changes, including in dates and schedules for General 
Conference, annual conference and other related meetings.  
 
Please help us help you stay informed by subscribing to the news sources we have listed 
at the beginning of this document. 

 


